












area. Time and time again, citizens giving
input to this process stressed the importance of

maintaining downtown Golden' s small town.

historic character.

2. Walkability/Streetscape Improvements: For

similar reasons, citizens consistently expressed
their desire for a variety of improvements to the

pedestrian and bicycle environments throughout
the downtown area, and for better connections to

the rest of the city. This report offers a number

of suggestions on these topics, and many of them

are already in progress or being planned by one or

more of the Boards participating in this process.

3. Land Use: Citizens made frequent mention ofa

number of significant land use concerns. Among
them were:

How to better integrate the public land and

facilities along Clear Creek with the creek

itself?

How to ensure that housing in and around

downtown remains affordable to the socio-

economic cross-section of residents currently
living in the area?

How to create a dynamic economic future

while maintaining the small town character of

the area?

III. CITY-OWNED LAND

The City of Golden is the largest single land

owner in the downtown area. The manner

in which the City utilizes its land will have a

tremendous impact on the future character and

viability of the downtown area and the community
as a whole. The plan recommends that:

Using input from the guiding principles of

this Downtown Character Plan, as well as from

the concurrent Parks and Recreation Master

Plan, City Council should authorize a broad .

based comprehensive planning effort for all

of the City owned land between 8th Street and

11 th Street, from Tucker Gulch west to US 6.

This study should look at all of the policy, use,

and fiscal implications of a variety of land use

alternatives. It is important that City Council

take the lead in this effort. This opportunity
to map the future of this public land for the

next several generations is a critical effort the

City must undertake to maintain and enhance

downtown character.

While the study effort should consider all of

the City-owned land in this area, the most often

mentioned parcels where a vision and policy
direction are needed include the following:

Primary parcels for policy discussion include:

The area on the south side of Clear Creek

between Illinois and Maple Streets.

Community input for this parcel included

recommendations for a picnic area. cultural or

historic park use. trail head, and parking for

trail head and kayak course use.

The City lot west of the library (if the library
does not take ownership for an expansion).
Community input for this parcel included

ideas for relocated municipal uses. continued
farmers market and parking, or other

recreational uses.

Lions Park ball fields and tennis courts. In

conjunction with the Parks and Recreation

Master Plan, the committee has raised the

question about whether it might make sense

to relocate these community recreation

facilities out of the downtown core, and to use

this large area for other uses. This discussion

was new to many participants, and the range
ofpossible uses for this parcel is great.

Clear Creek Campground. Over the years.
there have been many informal discussions

about the possible expansion or enhancement

of the campground. With this parcel as well,

there are many opportunities ranging from a

complete change ofuse, to enhancements of

the existing campground facilities.

Lower level ofold shops site. The fate of this

parcel is a new topic for the community, and

will be very relevant upon, the completion of

the new fire station at citY hall. It could be

retained for future municipal use. as it ties in

with the water treatment plant, and it could.

potentially facilitate additional recreation,

parking. or circulation purposes.

Upper (northwest) level of old shops site.

This approximately 3. 5 acre parcel above

the water plant intake ponds also has many

possible uses. The Committee believes this

location presents an excellent opportunity for

workforce housing. Other possibilities include

parks and recreation and market-based

housing and mixed-use development.
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Possible Changes to 10th Street near Lions

Park and Community Center; access to

Community Center parking from 9th. The

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board has

been identifying options to modify 10th

Street near Lions Park in response to very

heavy pedestrian activity near and crossing
the street. fueled largely by the success of

the kayak park and other Clear Creek uses.

This concept is complicated by the amount

ofmunicipal uses west of this stretch of road;

campground, community center, water plant,
municipal offices, Canyon Gate apartments,
and so must be part of the larger discussion of

city land in the corridor.

Possible new street from Community Center

up to 8th Street through old shops site. Both

the 8th and 9th Street neighborhood plan,
and the input to the committee indicates that

traffic to the public uses and city facilities
creates impacts on the neighborhood north

of Clear Creek. The committee recommends

that the possibility of a street connection from
the end of 10th Street up to 8th Street through
the shops site be investigated.

IV. GUIDING PRINCIPLES

In reviewing the substantial public input received

by the committee over the period of mid

2006 through mid 2007, there is a great deal of

consensus within the community about the desired

character, and feel of the downtown area. The

following are presented as the guiding principles
for specific policy plans of the four boards and the

City, as well as general city implementation. There

are also a number of specific recommendations

listed throughout the report as well as in the

various appendices.

Maintain the current, small town, and historic

character of Golden.

Balance growth and redevelopment pressures and

the need to maintain community character.

Increase the emphasis on making downtown

pedestrian friendly and creating pleasant safe,

walkable experiences for residents visiting or

living downtown, and those using services.

Preserve as many of the existing core area

buildings ofhistoric significance as possible, in
part using incentives.

New buildings should either reflect period
architecture representative of the commercial

core, or blend in with the historic character of the

existing buildings.

Emphasize essential (workforce) housing in the

core neighborhoods and downtown.

Promote increased housing density (of all types)
in the downtown commercial core.

Recognize that flexibility and/or incentives

may be necessary for certain projects to achieve

community goals.

Emphasize recreational gathering places ofan

appropriate scale for downtown.

Be a leader in sustainability and environmental

initiatives.

Beautify side streets leading to the Clear Creek

Corridor to encourage people to walk to and

through the area.

Increase the emphasis on public art, but consider

more organized approach, and not focusing only
on bronzes.

Require property owners and businesses to better

maintain buildings, facades, and sidewalks.

Include view preservation regulations for Table

Mountains and Mt. Zion from key locations on

Ford, Jackson, Washington, and Arapahoe in the

downtown design guidelines.

V. SPECIFIC CAPITAL OR OPERATIONAL

RECOMMENDATIONS

Using
the input received from the public,

the committee also assembled a number of

recommendations for City actions or regulatory
changes. These recommendations include the

following:

Pedestrian Improvements

Install pedestrian improvements at intersections

and traffic calming

Install pedestrian improvements crossing Ford at

14th

Improve the pedestrian route from 14th to 19th

could be Jackson or Washington)

Install pedestrian and streetscape improvements
13th, Washington to Ford

Install pedestrian and streetscape improvements
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for museum! history park corridor - Arapahoe
Street, 13th to 11 th Streets

Install pedestrian and streetscape improvements
Jackson, 14th to 24th

Install pedestrian and streetscape improvements
Washington, SH 58 to Iowa

Install pedestrian and streetscape improvements
Washington, 14th to 19th

Install pedestrian and streetscape improvements
12th, Washington to Ford

Construct a second connection to SH

58 pedestrian bridge from the 8th Street

neighborhood

Improve the safety of the pedestrian crossing of

US 6 at 19th Street

Bicycle Improvements

Add bike-racks in appropriate locations

Add bike lockers at 10th and Washington

Trail Improvements
Install the south bank Clear Creek trail extension

Maple to US 6 and along US 6 to 19th St.

Extend the unpaved trails up the Canyon from the

US 6 bridge
Create a loop trail on both sides of Clear

Creek both west of Illinois Street and between

Washington Avenue and Ford Street

Improve parking and pedestrian areas for creek

and park users at kayak area

Increased signage, waste bags and enforcement

for pets along the Clear Creek trail

Install mileage markers along trails to encourage

walking

Streetscape/ra~ade Improvements

Promote a redesign of the covered walkways on

Washington Avenue, eliminating the posts, and

balancing the benefits ofvariety and consistency

Continued and increased clean-up of downtown

streets, sidewalks, and Miners and Prospectors
Alleys

Install pedestrian and landscape oriented alley
improvements, cooperatively approached with

owners businesses, and users

Build more and wider sidewalks and take

advantage of streetscaping opportunities in

general and specifically north of SH 58

Participate in the new Washington Avenue Bridge
over SH 58

Discuss an ordinance requiring a minimum

amount of maintenance on buildings and

properties in the downtown area

Signage Improvements

Update and redo city billboard on 6th Avenue

Install landscape and signage enhancements at

gateways

Update and redo downtown directional signs

Public and Recreational Amenities

Encourage more outdoor seating

Implement a stricter smoking ordinance

downtown

Enforce reasonable use ofsidewalk for private
use... 

not too much merchandise, signs, clutter

Continue regular kayak course dredging and

rebuilding as needed

Finalize location for bandshell or similar

entertainment venue

The committee hopes that City Council will

incorporate the above suggestions and principles
in future City decisions for the community and

specifically for the downtown area.
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of this area is a special focus of this effort, and the

concurrent Parks and Recreation Master Plan.

8th and 9th Street IDstoric District

This area is mostly residential ofvarying
densities. Light commercial uses, restaurants, and

primary education uses are also present.

12th Street IDstoric District

This area is mostly single family detached

residential. Some higher density residential uses

exist.

Calvary Episcopal Church is in this area and is

expanding its campus.

Light commercial uses, office, and light retail uses

are also scattered along the eastern edge of the

area.

Central Business District

Most of the high density commercial, retail, and

restaurant and bar uses in Golden are present in

this area.

Most of the historic commercial buildings giving
character to the perception of the city are located

in this area.

IDgh density residential is concentrated along
the Washington Ave and Clear Creek Corridors.

The historic main Post Office and other

community icons appear in this area, including
the old North High School (now the American

Mountaineering Center).

Recreation and park uses exist along the Clear

Creek Corridor within the CBD.

SH S8 Gateway

This area is dominated by the Coors Tek

operation.

Convenience retail and a few residential uses are

also present.

Goosetown

This area is a unique mix of industrial, office, and

residential structures and uses.

A railroad spur also runs through the area to the

north.

There is a potential that the light rail Gold line

could enter into this area from the northeast in the

distant future (25 plus years), and it is important
that this opportunity be preserved and protected

South Washington

Mostly light commercial, office and an art center.

Some restaurant uses.

Some residential of mixed densities.

South Jackson Gateway

This area has some strip-style commercial

development with office, restaurant, retail, and

auto maintenance. An urban style grocery anchor

dominates the area between 16th and 18th streets.

Some commercial recreation (bowling alley) and

a significant redevelopment opportunity exist near

24th Street.

Mixed density residential is located throughout
the area.

East Street Historic District

Mostly single family residential- some higher
density.
Some light office, restaurant, and commercial

along Ford Street.

A portion of this neighborhood was rezoned in

2007 from multi-family uses to a zone district

characterized by single family dwellings, more in

keeping with the current land uses.

IV. EXISTING ZONING MAP

The Existing Zoning Map (Figure 2) shows the

zoning classifications for the study area. The

zoning patterns in the study area are primarily
derived from the original zoning effort in 1949 and

1950, as modified by a large community rezoning
in 1960. The map shows a large commercial core,

surrounded by neighborhoods (often zoned R-3)

and a mixture of zoning classifications along the

Ford and Jackson Street corridor out to the Golden

High School area.
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